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REBECCA CHISHOLM
APG News

1°d never been to New Orleans, S0, when [
went down to cover a follow-up story on a local
muralist that was commissioned by the
Louisiana Army National Guard (see article on
page 2),1 took my boyfriend with me, as some-
one who could help me se€ the differences and
pain in the once proud city, since he attended
law school in the area.

The first thing we noticed as we arrived at our
hotel was the large number of teens roaming
aaround. It wasn’t completely unexpected, as 1

‘Jearned earlier in the week that the whole popu-
lation of Dillard University is living and taking
classes at the Hilton Riverside. It was obvious

i = - ‘that the hotel made a large number of special
F = péeparations for the students. The lower levels
had fresh wallboard and paint, and had been

.divided up into classrooms.
Selt was just the first striking example of the
_people of New Orleans working to help each
other during such an intense time of need.
During the day the downtown area of the city
was completely empty. No one walked around at
noontime, no groups of friends gathered for
lunch. The Dillard students were the only people
we saw for most of the weekend.
Saturday night we met some friends at the
« “best burger joint in town,” according to every-
one | asked. We waited three hours, outside in
the mist, no chairs, to get in.
The restaurants that were open were more
crowded than the APG Burger King at noon. We
~ heard stories of waiting for over an hour at
* Rally’s, the southern version of Checker’s. Many
of the bars and restaurants had waits of around
two hours, just for Junch.

One of the biggest problems facing New
Orleans businesses 1s a lack of employees. Thus,
a lot of restaurants are still closed, waiting for
the city’s residents to return.

Signs were posted at all of the fast food
restaurants, offering an hourly wage of more
than $8, with a bonus of around $150 each week.

But, besides the food problems, New Orleans
has the bigger, more obvious issues of rebuilding
the tattered remains of the city.

Driving around town, the flooded areas are
easy to see. It was in those areas that the res-
cuers hunted for people, marking the houses with

re . an ‘X, the date and their initials. Flood lines are

F ]
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on the buildings, at multiple levels. Everything is
rusty and brown. Houses that burned during the

hurricane’s aftermath lay in
neys and porches standing,

tion.

Words cannot describe well enough the
destruction and pain in
cover almost every roof in town and FEMA trail-

months, little improvement

first being that those are
ruin, with just chim-
waiting for demoli-

than rebuilding entire
I can imagine that the

New Orleans. Blue tarps

being paid insurance money. 4
But, perhaps it is just because re-roofing and
siding a house is a much easier project to tackle =4
neighborhoods.
contractors in New
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town. There can be many reasons for this, the =
the folks with the
money to pay the contractors, even without
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™ Louisiara Soltees o from bat to battle! .

ers are packed into lots and on front lawns as Orleans are simply overwhelmed with the proj- * ik { " e - 'd i o
residents try to piece together their tattered ect at hand. “It’s a hel ’ho’ie, Fourre':aw; Sf} ¢ '-15 already mended. His areais LEL » i'— -
homes and lives. Every window on some streets Everyone in New Orleans with a pickup truck St"ErVB’E’ CCA CHISHOLM His house’s roof gaqu in, but 1 s : 5 =1 ?"."_; . !
s boarded up. Houses have messages spray seems to be a contractor these days. We found & _ fPG s pretty well off, cons1deorl{1g2;ns when he returned there? o TR '.-_'f;..-é. 3
painted on them, searching for friends and pets. sign on the street that read “Bob Jones, ’ difficult for the normal civilian of even military person 10 But how was New ’ ;e d o il
New Orleans reads like the aftermath of a Contractor, Demolition, Tree Removal and iy ar like in Iraq if one hasn’t experienced it And, it is “Looked like crap,” he 51;11 " Rouge said his home and family ' ST =T
iy war--destruction all around, few SRS Dance Instructor” 1 guess everyone needs a side_ P i Wf;r ':S imagine going through the devastating effects of SPC: Elizur Mitchell of aton g A - 5
and the chance to rebuild, start Over- job. o G asltg s w'm%ls and flooding. WS T ‘d. Rouge has taken on & lot of refugees and the A TR
Those whose homes and businesses survived But, in all seriousness, it’s hard to predict . x e atmslalsd. ers of the Louisiand Army National Guard’s “But,” he said, “Baton g{lgﬁl Aded opulation.” b o
the wrath of Hurricane Katrind have returned to  where New Orleans is headed. In six months. it - . o foréht’i 0;8&11 Engineering Battalion, the reality was much city was {1l prepared to han de cf)mes thé) Jecision to rebuild and ho = Pyt
the city looking to resume the status quo as soon  sill looks like T imagine it did after the flood - G A hey left Ira ign September to come home to an equally With that Populatlpn exo hus itv, has spent time taking various ~ g —
as possible. But, in their revelry and joy at the waters receded. The city is a mess. T worse, antLei’l, seiana ! S.a._n.lt, while working mht ; i(r:1 {he o station and lack of progress
chance to regain their lives, it seems that those People have forgotten the problems there, and destroyeS 1d(') rls in tk'le National Guard have a special relationship, politicians around t_ovs{n,fs (t)ructﬁre Filities] nee ded to run the city are
who faired more poorly are forgotten. as time has passed, more drastic measures have ; ' Thereg t(;ethose in the Army itself. Because they all come from the Much of the basic infras
I guess I was surprised by the level of drunk-  been taken to keep New Orleans in the minds of o oeraphic region they have 2 tendency to go from boot carmp gong: ,he S Jike they should implement 2 scorched earth policy.
en revelry on Bourbon Street over the weekend.  those outside of it, including me. I just thought =4 " gle - pther remai’n'mg a tight knit group throughout their tour: 1t's almost LK€ e;(ll ol Rezone e city and decide how
I thought that in such a horribly afflicted city, that over time, things would get better by them: FLs batt\iftﬁgg Sl ,of Baton Rouge, spent tWo years on active duty an_d raze everythmg'ilm, . SS %nt aid :
people.would behave as though they were in selves, that the state and federal governments ", 1 ;:)tr.e re:tu [ming 10 Louisiana. He demobilized, took a fe?v days leave things shog(lld bte brg ;lffe?mg = ‘a dded.
mourning. ) ; would help people out. - n, s it family, then immediately returned t0 active duty 10 New F}:h? s sha different he’re than Iraq. We just have an organized
It has been nearly SiX months since Hurricane It seems as though New Orleans has been e o h 15{1}1 keep the peace and maintain the city. Ts not much SE- £ it. We're getting there in Iraq.”
Katrina ravaged New Orleans, leaving dUpor abandoned. I'm not 100 percent sute where ' ﬂ‘e‘:ar}s,d ergatigcally Jifferent there now.” he said. “Southern . overnment 10 take Caé?ﬁ? 4ty in balancing life and tragedy, as guard .
cent of the city under e In that time, abowt monies will come from to rebuild. Insurance i o completely devastated, from the houses to the industry- Saint spoke of ‘the 1f 11(3f o yeven f they had 10 homes of fa milies to
20 percent of the population has returned to the companies are fighting over payments, the state Loxgsw\ln'fl 1‘; abgut industrial problems. Saint said that one of the members had duties to ud ba’Lttalions ey been on han 3 to help in
city, mostly to the almost inhabitable upper class  government is tapped out and the federal budg ﬁard)gs)taklliri1 a;geas is the fishermen, who, if they can work, have support themf Oc?i;;tg ‘Slgnt does not ignore ot take for granted i :
areas. is strapped fighting the war in Iraq. Who is , here to take their catch, as all of the processing plants are closed Lotl‘ls}ana,.a g e acighbors bere.” he € xpla'med. “Guard i g
Thus, those who retumec e et going to take care of New Orleans? nov]&; - qses have o customers he said, so people whose livelihood 1t’s neighbors help gnd two territories are here to help. Soldiers A 3
for a few months, geting use¢ 10 74 empty New My boyfriend was strangely quiet driving usmzs (royed have nothing t do, as most of those who evacuated  members from 50 slt\? oy aal Guard came home from Traq when we
Orleans and what it has 0 offer. They’ve been around the city during most of our trip. He - ?Sce }tlo return to. from the Mkansas auog when we came home, there were the same
able to watch the city rebuild, oh so slowly. and  {5]d me that he just didn’t know what £o think havse nfc; g at Christopher Ester of Donaldsonville, La., a small town an went 10 rel.leve therg, a{g i T ouisiana. .
see shops reopet, regions resettle. And, T guess «I didn’t know what to ex ect. I just : . tgof New Orleans said his house had some damage- guys, helping s rebt: Zer to be in the National Guard. It is an unbe- f iy
that after all this time, they’ve become hardened 4 (yoht it'd be better than th?s b . néw ” he hm}‘rl\:ves tty frustrating .’.m'md boggling,” he said, at a1oss for . I've never been Prov this ver special unit”, he added- j
to the city’s tremendous short comings and lack 'dg Y ' o P\r;hy 1eave. disaster to go home to disaster, there’s noth- Jievable honor to serve 1n U X yonses 2 e disaster 0 ¢ Louisiana, ;
of any real progress. salc . : \_Nords. Y have friends and family to support The guardsmen had varied resp «Thank God I'm
I came away from the experience with a ing good about it. Thankfully we ave , | agreed with @ statement made by Ester, an
People everywhere seem {0 have forgotten . ) : ge . 1y reason that coming home to @ but all agr
b feeling of sadness and a tinge of guilt. I hated us. That support at home is the onty o that silent  h 2 ,
about the tragedy of New Orleans. All that keeps ict f the destruction, like 1 i oa isn’t the worst thing that could happen. 1t’s that suen ome. " ou’ll have a welcome home, and there's
the city in the news are the easily mocked words & Ing p1c ures of the destrue ion, like 1 was disaster 27 “You 1.6"“’6 Irz’\’q i i Y“B t. God puts people together 0
of Mayor Ray Nagin. takmg'adva‘ntage - ' people; e oe e suppor hua Pilant of Brusley Saint Vincent disagreed with just nothing left,” Saint said. “but, traIc))r dinary circumstances.
But, his words. though poorly stated, ring Irlrel::g; :rclja%gf (l:relnsl(%rrtgf)rll(:gszfsrflggg:tggohr? llslr?;p]gsst Iuiztr;na Louisiana a war Zone. accomplish extr’aorglt}fy,}hlngs & -
ca - o , L : we’'re doing. . R
U‘u?f . s and sadness. It just seems inhuman. «Jt’s not a war Zone. Traq is a war zone. This 18 home. It’s a lot bet- That hs w’h:;tme: ) ftos 1 100k during 1 Jisi 10 New | Orleans | -
ew Orleans wants to retain 1ts cultural X ! T . d (Author'S ol  there, No description is necessary. , - i
heritage and status as & city of diversity. ey R o< e 2 g hrs I - fr here, e s h Fourreaux of Marrero found home to be a lot i speak to the problems still presen . K P P R |
must work hard to rebuild all areas of the city. together. There 18 just so much to say and hardly But, Spe- ].OSCP A ) S el " ) ; L T
Currently, the only work that is obvious to the the WOI‘dS' to put it all together. And it needs to rse than Pilant. e i o _;‘ . g i =
passerby is that done in the wealthy side of be done right. -
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Illustration by NICK PENTZ
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